
Cigarette Butt Litter 
Prevention

Alyssa Jones Wood

Green Initiatives Coordinator





What is the $5,000 Grant Funding?

Ash Towers, 80%

Outreach, 20%



Cigarette 
Butts are the 

#1 Most 
Common 
Marine 

Debris Item





Residents want us to 
Ban smoking on the 

beach

However, smoking bans are 
preempted by the State



Cigarette Litter Prevention 
Task Force

• Green Initiatives Coordinator & Two Local 
Residents

• Collecting Pre-Ashbin Installation, Post-Ashbin, 
and Long-Term Cigarette Butt data





Proliferation of 
Ashtrays





COLLECT
Cigarette butts are collected and 
shipped to TerraCycle by the City. The 
collected butts are aggregated and 
stored in their local warehouse where 
they are prepared for processing.

CONVERSION
The cellulose acetate pellets are then 
combined with other plastics, such as 
polyethylene or polypropylene, and used 
in new plastic products such as ashtrays, 
shipping pallets, or plastic lumber.

PROCESSING
Cigarette butts are comprised of residual 
tobacco, paper, and a filter. The residual 
tobacco and paper are separated out and 
composted. The filter, which is made of a 
white synthetic fiber called cellulose 
acetate, is thoroughly cleaned, melted, 
and pelletized using a method called 
extrusion. 



Social Media Campaign & Videos



Thank you!


