WHY YOU SHOULD KNOW

For more information contact
Orange County Sheriff’s Office
Traffic Section:
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Children and young teenagers have likely never 407-836-0800 ORANGE CO(JNTY
driven a vehicle before and are not familiar with
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

traffic laws. They are often unaware of the traffic
around them as well as traffic hazards that exist (e.g.
blind spots, other vehicles, pedestrians, lighting
conditions).

We have all seen it - a young child riding a moped
or motorized scooter down the street or sidewalk,
whizzing by, not paying attention to the traffic on the
roads and not obeying stop signs or traffic lights.

It's just a matter of time before someone gets hurt.
Florida has several traffic laws in place for this very
reason.
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According to Florida law pocket bikes are considered

motor vehicles. However, because pocket bikes are not
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Safety Act, they cannot be registered for operation on :
public roadways, even if the operator has a valid driver’s f
license. Pocket bikes may not be operated on sidewalks
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MOTORIZED
SCOOTERS,
GO- PEDS,
AND

POCKET BIKES

Motorized scooters/gopeds are small two or three-
wheel vehicles that a person may stand or sit upon to
operate orride. Some have electric motors, and some
have gas engines. The steering is managed by use of
a T shaped handlebar. Motorized scooters have the
same rights and duties applicable to the rider of a
bicycle. Wearing a helmet is required for driver and
passengers under age 16. Electric scooters can be
operated on sidewalks but cannot exceed 10mph.

Pocket bikes are miniature motorcycles with an
electric motor or a 50 cc or less gas engines that
have automatic transmissions. Pocket bikes cannot
be legally operated on public roadways, sidewalks,
or bicycle paths unless authorized by ordinance.

MOPEDS AND
MOTORIZED
BIKES

Mopeds have 50 cc or less engines with two wheels
and can travel a maximum speed of 30 miles per
hour. Motorized bicycles have electric helper motors
and can travel a maximum of 20 miles per hour. Both
mopeds and motorized bicycles have pedals and
may be operated solely by human power.

A driver must have at least a Class E driver’s license
and tag registration to legally operate a moped. The
operator of a motorized bicycle does not require a
driver’s license.

Persons 16 and older may operate a moped or a
motorized bicycle on public roadways. Mopeds
can be operated on sidewalks and bike paths
only if operated solely by human power. Electric
bicycles can be operated using the electric motor on
sidewalks but cannot exceed 10mph. Persons under
16 may only operate mopeds on private property and
must wear protective headgear securely fastened
upon their heads.

WHERE CAN MY CHILD RIDE A
POCKET BIKE?

Pocket bikes can only be ridden on private property
with permission from the owner of the property (e.g.,
driveway, yard). A person may not ride pocket bikes on
sidewalks, bike paths, or roadways.

WHY ARE BUSINESSES ALLOWED

TO SELL POCKET BIKES if they are
illegal to ride on the roadways and
sidewalks?

It is not against the law to possess, use, or operate a
pocket bike, as long as you are on private property.
Therefore, it is not against the law for businesses to
sell them. Additionally, Florida law requires the seller
of pocket motorcycles to display at his or her place
of business a notice that such vehicles are not legal
to operate on public roads or operate on sidewalks
unless authorized by local ordinance.

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES
should my child be stopped by a law
enforcement officer while riding his
motorized scooter, go-ped, pocket
bike, moped, or motorized bicycle?

A person who operates or allows a juvenile to
operate any motorized scooter, go-ped, pocket
bike, moped, or motorized bicycle in violation of the
law may be subject to the following:

e |f caught operating a vehicle using engine power,
or an electric scooter or bicycle in excess of
10mph, or a pocket bike , on a sidewalk, the
operator may be issued a noncriminal traffic
citation punishable as a moving violation for
operating a motorized vehicle on a sidewalk.
Florida Statute 316.1995. The operator is also
eligible to receive a criminal citation for operating
an unregistered motor vehicle. This is a criminal
violation which requires a mandatory court date,
and the operator is subject to arrest. Florida
Statute 320.02.

e To operate a motor vehicle in the State of Florida,
the operator must possess a valid driver's license.
If the operator is caught operating a motor vehicle
without a valid license, he or she is subject to a
criminal citation, mandatory court appearance,
and/or arrest. Florida Statute 322.03.

Parents who knowingly allow a juvenile who has
no driver's license to operate a motor vehicle on
public streets may be cited for a violation of Florida
Statute 322.35, “Permitting an Unauthorized Minor
to Drive.” This is an arrestable misdemeanor.

Note: All criminal violations involve issuance of a Uniform
Traffic Citation, mandatory court date, and/or arrest.
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With the growing popularity of stand-up scooters, it's increasingly important to know the rules of the road so you can ride safely.

Due to city codes, municipalities may vary on the specific laws regulating scooters. However, no matter where you are riding, the Broward Sheriff's
Office urges riders to follow the seven simple safety tips below:

- When riding one of these vehicles, wear a helmet.

- Put down your electronic devices while operating a scooter.

- Don't wear headphones.

- Ride with the flow of traffic and use bike lanes where available.

- Follow all traffic laws.

- Cross at a designated crosswalk and look twice before crossing the street.



- Always be aware of your surroundings and stay alert to avoid injuries.

THIS REPORT BY:
Miranda Grossman/PIO



3/5/25, 1:40 PM Does Hollandale Beach Florida have rules and regulations regarding electric scooters?4i - Google Search

Yes, Florida has rules and regulations for electric scooters, including in Hallandale Beach
and other cities. These rules include traffic laws, speed limits, and where you can ride. &
Traffic laws 2

« Obey traffic signals and signs, including stop signs and red lights

« Yield to pedestrians and the right of way when entering a roadway

» Use lights at night
» Give an audible signal before passing a pedestrian

Speed limits @

« E-scooters can't be used on roads with a speed limit of 25 miles per hour or less
» E-scooters can't exceed 15 miles per hour in bike lanes

» E-scooters can't exceed 7 miles per hour on sidewalks

Where you can ride
» E-scooters can be used on streets and bike paths &

« E-scooters can't be used on sidewalks in certain parts of Miami, Miami Beach, and
other areas

» E-scooters can't be attached to another vehicle on a roadway &

Other rules &

» Riders must be at least 16 years old
« Riders must have a driver's license to ride on Florida roads
« Riders must follow the same rules as bicyclists

Local ordinances may also require helmets.



In Florida, an electric scooter is a motorized scooter that has no seat or saddle and can't
go faster than 30 miles per hour on level ground. &

Florida Statute 316.003

e Defines a motorized scooter as a vehicle with no seat or saddle, three or fewer wheels,
and a maximum speed of 30 miles per hour &

s Also defines an electric personal assistive mobility device &

Florida electric scooter laws

o Electric scooters have the same rights and responsibilities as bicycles &

¢ You can ride electric scooters in bike lanes, but not on sidewalks &

o You must yield to pedestrians and give an audible signal before passing them &

» You must follow all posted signage and speed limits

Other electric scooter laws

» You don't need a license to operate an electric scooter &

e You must be at least 16 years old to ride an electric scooter &

o Local authorities can regulate electric scooters and tailor the rules to their streets &

Related Florida statutes @

« Florida Statute 316.2065 defines the rules of the road for bicycles and electric bicycles
o Florida Statute 316.2128 applies to motorized scooters and micromobility devices



Yes, Broward County, Florida has rules and regulations for electric scooters, especially in
Fort Lauderdale. &
Age &

o Riders must be at least 16 years old

Speed 2

o The speed limit is 15 miles per hour in bike lanes and 7 miles per hour on sidewalks

Location

e Scooters are not allowed on private property, streets, parking spots, fire hydrants,
business entrances, wheelchair ramps, or trash cans @

e Scooters are not allowed on the beach during the summer, spring break, and the
Tortuga Festival 2

e Scooters are not allowed on the Riverwalk in downtown Fort Lauderdale #

Other rules

» Riders have the same rights and responsibilities as cyclists 2
o Riders must yield to pedestrians @

o When finished riding, riders should park their scooter upright using its kickstand and
leave at least 4 feet clear on the sidewalk @

Enforcement &

« City officials are discussing more limitations on e-scooters, including geofencing and
parking corrals

Liability 2

e |f an electric scooter rider injures a pedestrian, the rider is probably liable for the
injuries



